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overlooked. In January 1561 he and his fellow-
ministers presented to Parliament the famous
Book of Discipline.
The Kirk was to be all-powerful - God came
first and the Kirk, as the voice of God on earth,
must dominate every part of the life of the nation.
The ministers were to be elected by the people,
and the people would have the power to depose
them at any time if their conduct warranted it.
But while in office the ministers had far-reaching
authority. They could excommunicate any
person, and such a sentence meant that no one
must have any dealings with the excommunicate,
or speak to him, and that his children should be
denied the sacrament of baptism. Before such a
punishment were inflicted, however, the offender
received a chance to reform. Knox's system laid
it down that everyone had a duty to report any
failing on the part of his brethren. If a charge
was made., and was found to be proved on en-
quiry, then the offender was warned, and, if he
repented, he was dismissed with a caution ; if,
however, the sinner was defiant, the congregation
was asked to pray for him on the following
Sunday, and this was repeated once or twice as
the situation seemed to require. Only if the
sinner proved impervious to all such pressure was
excommunication imposed.
But Knox had known the abuses which crept in
when the clergy were clothed with great authority,